LGBT Health and Wellbeing would like to invite you to contribute to a new book of creative writing by transgender, non-binary, and intersex people.

The aim is to bring together a range of diverse voices to talk about experiences of being trans and intersex. We hope that this chorus of stories will be a way to help people to understand a bit more about what it means to be transgender, non-binary, or intersex – whether that’s mainstream service providers, friends and family, or the general public. We also hope that it will be a resource for other people in trans, non-binary and intersex communities, supporting them and providing a source of solidarity.

The book will be distributed alongside the more information-based Gender Identity Booklet, which is being produced by the Scottish Transgender Alliance. Copies of the book will be sent out to mainstream services, as well as being available online to everyone.

Some questions you might like to think about in your writing could be: 

· What do you wish someone had told you about being trans, non-binary, or intersex? 

· What do you wish someone had told your friends, family, or service providers?

· What advice would you give to someone who is exploring their gender, or supporting someone who is?

· What are the best and worst bits about being trans, non-binary, or intersex?

· If you could write a letter to yourself five, ten, fifteen or more years ago, what would you say?

· Tell us a story about something funny, interesting, sad, joyful, difficult or wonderful that has happened to you. Make us feel like we’re there by using different senses – sight, smell, sound, taste and touch.

· If your gender was an animal or object, what would it be? Why?

You don’t have to answer any of those questions – they’re just to help you get started if you need them. However, to make sure that we can put a book together, there are a few guidelines to bear for your submission:

· The writing must relate to the theme of trans, non-binary, and/or intersex identities. You can take this in any direction you like!

· You can respond to the theme in any form – we welcome poetry, prose, scriptwriting, flash fiction, memoir, dialogue, monologue, biography, visual poetry, or any other form of writing. If you would like to submit something visual, please get in touch with us to talk through the format.

· It should be no more than two A5 pages long (that’s roughly 500 words of traditionally-formatted prose.) If you would like to submit something that doesn’t fit into the space (e.g due to formatting, such as a script) please get in touch to talk it over with us.

· You can submit as many pieces as you like, but in order to include as many voices as possible we are likely to only include one per person. If you have a series of related short pieces which fit into the page limit, you can send them as one submission.

· Depending on the number of pieces we receive, we may not be able to include everything due to limited space in the book. We will choose with the intention of including the most diverse range of voices we can. 

· Please let us know how you would like to be credited – you are welcome to remain anonymous or use a pen-name if you prefer.

· Please include a title with your piece.

· We are committed to equality for all. We will always challenge discriminatory attitudes and behaviours, including (but not limited to) discrimination based on age, race, faith or belief, sexuality, disability, sex and the way that people identify and express their gender. If your piece is not in line with these values, we may get in touch to outline our issues with it, and we may not include it unless some changes are made first.

· We may copy edit submissions, but we will always send it back to you for approval before publishing it. 

· It’s fine to submit things that have been published elsewhere.

· The copyright is retained by you.

· Submissions must reach us by noon on Friday 5th February 2016. Please

· email them as a Word attachment (or as a PDF for visual pieces) to katherine@lgbthealth.org.uk. If emailing is difficult for you, or if those formats are a problem, please get in touch and we can work out an alternative.

· Please include a contact phone number with your submission – there will be a fairly tight turn around so it would be useful to have this in case we need to ask you anything about your work.

If your work is included in the book, you will have the chance to help to put the book together. Working with a designer, you will be able to contribute your thoughts and ideas at a session in February. This is not compulsory!

We are running a series of workshops to help you to get your thoughts on paper. Writers at all levels of experience are welcome, including those with no previous experience at all.

Aberdeen (in association with Grampian T-Folk): Saturday 5th December, 13.30-16.30, Gay Men’s Health, 246 George Street
Glasgow: Sunday 10th January, 13.30-16.30, at LGBT Health, 12 Queen’s Crescent

Edinburgh: Sunday 17th January, 13.30-16.30, at LGBT Health, 9 Howe Street

The book will be launched as part of LGBT History Month Scotland, on the afternoon of 27th February – save the date! If your work is included, you will have the opportunity to perform it at the launch. Again, this is not compulsory, though we would love it if you could! 

If you have any questions, you can email katherine@lgbthealth.org.uk. To book a place on any of the workshops, go to https://lgbthealthwellbeing.typeform.com/to/mFQ9dS.

